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12:31 P.M., BEST

THE PRESIDENT: Tom, thank you. Please sit. 1 always call -- I’ve
been calling Senator Carper “Tommy” for 40 years, and I call him
“Tommy.” And {(inaudible), “Who? Who vou talking

about?” (Laughter.} I'm talking about ny buddy, a dear friend, a
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combat veteran, a guy who serving in the Senate, and he gets

0}

it. He gets it. And that’s why he’s hosted events like this for

decades as a U.S. senator and, fore that, as congressman.

I also want to thank Chris Coons.

s this cne worki

I'm going to use this mic if I can. g7

I also want to thank Chris Coons and Congresswoman Lisa Blunt
Rochester. Thanks for their friendship and their leadership.
And, John Carney, vou' re doing a hell of a job,

But I have only one regret. He used to work for

governor. What the hell? (Laughter.) I

SENATOR CARPER: Me too!

i

I PRESIDENT: {Laughs.)

S

C

And, General Berry, thank vou for having us today. It means so

much to me for --
by this builiding a iot, getting
I'm

And I must tell vou, I -- I ride

Air Force One to fly kack and forth to Washington and where

going. And it always leaves me with a little bit of a lump in my

throat. My wife’s last warning today when I -- she’s still in
L o P

Washington where th 1,200 psople showing up at the White House

beginning at nocon. I'm going to be there a little late.

But -- and she said, “Jos, don't get emotional.” Not that I

get emotional. {(Laughter.}

it meant so much to Beau.

so much to me, and

Frank Vavala was Beau’s Adjutant General and a great friend, and

( =
want to thank General Vavala as well. {Applause.)

What T to do =~ th a guy here tha

missions in World War Twe -- over Germany.

Juy. {(Laughter.} A hundred and two years

old. Ray? lause.) And guess what? He lives in
Elsmere! {(Applause.) And my claim to fame is I used to be his

county councilman.
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Ray, thanks for being here, pal. You’re the best. You’'re the

PRESI
stupid.

vou know,

The -- but

World War

Cross. (Bppnl

Ray, you were part of the -~ what’'s referred to as

ion

Generat

than this

deployed more, have given more than the gen
o)

the people

No -- nobo

have one deployme

T
Two -~ and, I might add, won the Distinguished Flying

U e
oresent and recently past generatiocn that have been

ANT: Thank you so much.

DENT:  Thank you. I may be Irish, but I'm not

I married Dominic Giacoppa’s daughter. So,

I got a little Italian in me now, you know? {Laughter.)

it is remarkable. Ray flew 25 B-17 bombing runs durirs

Greatest

. But 2 no generation in Amsrican history more

L[‘

ration represented by

s ! - AT
we're going to

dy has been in a situation where they show up for -- they

\D

nt, and then twe and three and four, and scometimes

five and six.

One of the

cockpit.

And

time

s I flew into Irag, I went up in the

hey fly me with what’s called a “Silver Bullet” when

you fly the President, and there's a special container in the plane

they stick

And I went

this to Beau’s fath

up with -~ I went up with a group, and I was telling

-in=-law and my grade-school friend who's

sitting right there -- and he's taping it all because he's going to

use it against me here -~ (laughter) -~ Ronnie Olivere.

But -- and

I said, “How many of you is this your first

deployment?” Nobody raised their hand. And the -- and the crew

was in there as well, the flight crew. And I said, “How many

sacond =

wloyment -- deployment?

s

Nobody raised their

hand. “Third?” Three. “Fourth?” Two. “Fifth?” Four. It

doesn’t happen very often. And these kids kesp going, gstting back

e

One percent

percant.
the World

But I want

.
&
-

O

of them defends 99 percent of us. One

-~ 1 perce

I think that doesn’'t take a single thing away from

War Two veterans’ generation.

to tell you, it is -~ it is ~- it doesn't go noticed

enough, how many of you who fought in Irag and Afghanistan and all
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through these last wars we've had -~- how many mothers and wives and

sons and daughters sat at that empty birthday -- saw that -- an

empty chair at the birthday party.

And the difference is a lot of you of my -- my generation, on --
7th

-— on December h that we celebrated the bravery of all the
-~ those who showed up. On the Finnegan side of the family, four

brothers. Every single one volunteered the very next day, on

Monday, to join. My uncle, Frank Biden, doined. My fai

working in

The fact of the matter is that, vou know, it wasn't a second
thought. They just showed up. And there’s a generation,

resented by you, Ray, that doesn't look for accolades.

You know, I =-- my dad, when I got elected Vice President

“Joey, Uncle Frank fought in the Battle of the Bulge.”

feeling very now —-— not because of the Battle of the
Bulge. But he said, “And he won the Purple Heart. And he never
received i1it. He never -- he never got 1t. Do vou think you could

help him get it? We’ll surprise him.”

So we got him the Purple Heart. He had won it in the Battle

Bulge. And I remember he came over Lo the house, and I came

75

and he said, “Present it to him, okay:

We had the family t

“w

Uncle Frank, you won this. And I want to.

don't want the damn thing.” {(Laughter.} No, I'm

AAY

said, I don't want it.” I said, "What's the matter, Uncle
Frank? You earned it.’” He sald, “Yeah, but the others died. The

I'e)

S L

rs died. I lived. I don't want 1it.~’

Just like a generation -- this generation in Vietnam -- excuse me,

in -- in Iraq.

was up at cone of the points, and they asked that -- the C- -- the
CO asked me if I would pin on a 3ilver Star because a young man on
one of these points had -~ had one of his colleagues shot, fel
down about, I guess, the equivalent -- I was st- -- I was out there
at the point. And out -- it was, I guess, about 150 feet -- not

straight down but a hill. And this young man climbed down the

hill, »ut a guy on hi him kback up and was

shoulder, and brought

shot at on the way up.
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And he got there. it to

don't

And I
it.

went to present

sald, want I don't want 1t. He

You understand what I'm talking about, don't vy

are

women and men who are encormously

of this untry, but

~
(02

cha It’ s who we are. it’=
the blooc - you’re the backbone

and we have a

for long ti ob

Americans. we only

the

the old and young to educate,

sacred cbligaticon, and that’s prepare those we

for them
that.

and their families when they come hom

mean And I know my colleagues mean that

our heart.

reason 1 called 113, who 13 one of the m

WIS
wio

T

askead
like
husba

to

ve ever rked with in Washington, and

head

have

up the VA nationally is that I’ve,

“[\/-[}7

a
call:

She’

been hesaring, get a

phone

daughter iz really in trouble. s got c

who

him too, and he
died. He died.”

ou? Itfs real.

consequential to not

the character

we are. You’

of America.

es have heard me say

ligaticns as

tion. Obligations of
. But only one

send to war and care

And I
of

e from war.

from the bottom

ost qualified p=op

him to
11 of

nd...

become
the

my

Got to

you in VA

my Son.

come in. see

her.” “Well, she’ll be akle to come in in 10 days or two wesks.

More people have died from suicide -- suicide -~ suicide -~ than
cause in the last three to five vears. So I called
said, “Can we fix this, pal?” the start. We

increased the federal budget larger than been increased,

<
v

in a for the VA.

row,

We’ve reached out to docs, nurses,
to the VA, expand ths

there. Thevy’re all good people.

I think

we'

think we’re maki:

ng progress. re ma
progress,
And, you know, I think that there’s a -- I've

not as a, obviously, combatant ut

L)

Irag and these areas 38, 329 times as =-- not as
twice as President, but from the time I was a

particularly when I was Vice President.
And, vou know, it was pretty clear tc a lot --
discussicon, as some of you remember, about the
w what a burn pit is3? It's a hole betw
all know what a burn pit is? Itfs a hole bet

(Applause.)

king genuine

en in and out --

ut of Afghanistan and
President, only

senator, but

there was a lot of

se burn pits. You

aen 8 and 10 feet --
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The size of a

~y damn ugly thi

ot

Everyt! yvithing. Toxic wa

hing.

And I’'m no deocter, but 1t’s pretty clea

And =0, you know, one of things is thes
fuel, and some places some other things

toxic smoke was thick with poison, spre

the lungs of our troops

And when

the best-trained,

came home
fittest

diz

many of them, they

i es

had gone

'l
O

came home with headaches, numbness,

Rem: Beau calling and saying how he
you know, Beau’'s father-in-~law, as I sa

friend, is here. So are several

with Beau in Irag.

This them

to and

not unigue to me and my family. So mar
the country.

Secretary McDonough can tell vou we’re
determinad to do something about 5

that.

nme

it lear to the United State

I

made rea

pass this damn burn—pit bill, Was

a joke.
And want to thank -- ws asked -- we h

LT
Wno's

not
nti

this that helped a great deal

»la

e 9}

Stewart use) -- mads a giga

{ =y
18=19)

And

Denis and others and I to o

groups =-- and maybe some of you were pa

you were there, and you stayed there.

~F

vote it because cf our friends

but
stepped

n sSome

you insisted. And finally =-- and f

“Llp

warricrs in the world

members

Y are

come hell

goir

otball field.

ng in the worlc

in

ste. Bverything.

r a let of guys and

cals

mention,

e poilsonous chemi
that

ading in the air and into

I won't

- many, when they came home,

and

Z1 I’.eb._;, cancexy.

3

ed

ie Olivere,

un’y

collap

on a r Wiell,

my

saerved

id,

Guard who

here

etermined we' re

or high water. And

If didn’

N

JovlbLE‘S 33 i ey

[SPs

ng to go on a holy war. ot

to thank for

Jon S

ave someonea

here:

difference.

C

n the olitol with
rt of that

And you insis

Cap steps

Thank you. And
=d that they

willing to

were not

o

they

this,

inally, you know,

It was part of my agenda that I announced in my Sta of the Union
message to rally the country together. Beating -~- and I shouldn’t
name --— mentioned four things. And I said, number cne, I thought
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-~ T tried to find things that everyone could agree on, in a non-

partisan way, that wsre critical.

One was dealing with the opiocid spidemic in America. Two was

tackling the mental health crisis, which is real, in

America. Three was ending cancer as we know it, because we are

making significant progres

9]
8

and investing killions of dollars now

thirdly was support our veterans, becauss the

to find cures.

need was great and the number was in the billions.

Well, I delivered that speech in March. In August of this vyear,
it

one of the most significant laws in our history to help millions of

the bipartisan PACT Act was on my desk to sign into law.

wn

veterans who were exposed to toxic substances during their military

And, you know -- and it got done because veterans and families --

some of the families here -- rallied the nation, rallied the

country to get it done.,

you may have seen tThe pilcture

A

V4
wWe play it lot =-- I handed the pen over to
E

the widow -- the child of Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson. A

beautiful little girl. Usually you hand the pen vou sign with

ot

I'e)
<

the lead sponsor of the bill. 2And I handsd it to he

r, and she

aid,

it and looksd, and she gave me a kiss and s

Thank you for my

"

daddy. Thank vyou.

is a family who

irned their pain into purpose so cother families wouldn’t have

r
to experience the same thing. And that’s urage. That’s

o}
character, in my view. And that’s who we are. That’'s what defines

most unicue nation in the hmwvvry of the world because

b

we'lre the only cne who's a product of an idea -- not geography, not
religion, not ethnicity -- an idea. We the people “hold these
f~e

fully lived up to it, but we've never walked away from it.

r”

vident that a

truths to be s We’ve never

n [and women]..

And the people who's protecited it are the most -- are you people

aitting in front of m

You know, we learned a horrible lesson after Vietnam: how the

harmful expec- -- effects of Agent Orange. A new genera

understandably, doesn’t focus on that very much.
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L

o

B you know the biggest problem

a hell of a lot of people’s heads,

illnesses.
it.

But they couldn?
the

You had to have 8

prove

dig in and prove it.

because of
the
all you have
fi

Mothing else to prove.

Well, ommy

with at time,

to do is pro

vour head, guratively sp- ==

prove.

Because why should the burden be

problems they've suffered since t

Orange when other peocple weren'’

[

folks,

and

6o .
981.

that 1
) I don't

ieve, Tommy, was

{(Laughter. know.

NATOR CARPER: Forever young!

PRESI

IDENT: {Laughs.)

substances, like we saw in Vie

the PACT Act

Now brings u

obligation. It empowers he VA t

veteran

<

bensefits ares

screenings. If you came back

walking -- back,

outT

Y w CLILIRD
gcreening. It means new facilit

workers at als

for families

access te life insurance, tuiltion

monthly stipends. And it's real.

should be doing.

if

who

It savs, or example,

died

o children,

veteran -~ a veteran who

you can be eligibls
children.

hose

never make up for the prics

out 1t tant, thos

13 3 TF‘DC.I‘ 2

prove

scientific

and vecause
we insisted tha
ve you were impacted

oy

that's why you heard me say
supported the Agent Orange Act

'\ff\'[’?‘
You

Supporting

and

vou’ re exposed,

suffer the ultimate

with Agent Orange? It droj
all
to be able to

und to be

kinds of

and

it.

they got
They had

packgro able

the
have to

It

of others in

you dor

landed

Nothing else to

by on

I'm iLous,

demonstrate the
that

those things?

on the victim to

hen are because of Agent

suffering

rarlier when

that

that, know,

hard

you

+ vas —-— 1t7s3 to

<

14

= ol

=

Q_.

L

getting ¢

-F

o

[

=d

veterans expos

Tnam.

=

add

to fulfilling that

more quickly to determine

sac

nefits of the law. And the
benefits, like sxposure

vou're ~-- and not in a bag, but

vou get the

es, new research, more healthcare

loss, it means potential

enaefits, home loan assistance,

It's neot zmall. It's what we

u're a spouse of a surviving

illness,

~
(02

died from a toxi with

for $2,000

$ a month to help with

-- the piece of the soul vyou

kids.

ED_014253A_00001737-00008



to someone a little bit earlier, without naming them,

and, vou know, there's tuition benefits. If, in fact, you go to a

state university and your child -- a child of someone who's died,

then you get free state tuiltion.

you go to a private university, you get up to 526,0

vear. It matters.
You gualify for VA Home Loans.

You ~-~ and just the bottom line is -~ vou all know it. Many of vy
When you loss one of

An

know it, and many of you are victims of

it.
the breadwinners, it leaves a gigantic hole when that hole is

ey
(,
KD

0]
]

el
left because they served all of us, we deserve, they dessrve to

have it filled, or try to fill it.

30, passing the Pass [sic] Act == the PACT Act was the first step
of beinq ~-- making sure that we leave no one behind. We also need
to pass the bipartisan government funding vill so we can deliver on

There's a little bit of a -- anyway, you’ll

wanted to come here today -- but I got to go back guickly toeday

to the sign a few pieces of legislation =-- but during this PACT Act

Week of Action, to spread the word that every veteran of a

aurviving family member knows how access to these benefits are made

possible.

The law ~- and because of these conditions have already taken such
a toll on so many veterans, I have directed the Department of
Veterans Affairs to treat all 23 -- all 23 of the presumptive

conditions in this law as applicable immediately.

I'm urging all veterans of these decades of war to enroll in the VB
itheca
your claim

screening for toxic exposure and to

And for those who may have been watching at home, because the press
sit: VA.gov/PACT =-- P-A-C-T. VA.gov/PACT -- P-A-C-T.

is

And like you heard from Secretary McDonough, the VA will move as
guickly as possible to resolve your claim and to get you the

benefits you've earned.

Here at the Beau Biden National Guard Reserve Center, where Jill
and I stopped to say goodbye to Delaware as we were about to be

sworn in in Washington, D.C. to take our Cath of Office, is an
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partﬁﬂd*ar

God bless

place, fron spective and Jill's, to be able to

T
push for ]mGALmOWTatiDﬂ of this PACT Ac

no place -- there's no place I'd rather be today to get
out about the PACT Act than home here, and here in this

facility

LY e

u all. And mayv God protect ocur troops. mank

(Applause,)
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